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On 24 April 1949, three miles north of Arrey, New Mexico, four Navy en- 
listed men from white Sands Proving Ground 
and MERMA) and I saw a rapidly moving object while making a pibal wind run. 
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side as though it were in shadow. I could not get a hard 


due to the speed at which the angles changed. 


total time of observation of about 60 ssconds. 


The object was not a balloon and was some distance away. Assuming 


escape velocity, a track is enclosed which figures elevation above the sta- 


tion of about 300,000 feet over the observed period. i^ this is true, the 
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ght would have probably gone over ths White Sands 
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DETAILS: 


تون 


This investigation Seg ated upon undeveloped lead request set forth‏ م2 
in the report of Special Agent JOHN F. FRAMPTON, of the 17th OSI District (IG),‏ 
Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, dated 21 September 199, iile number 2-3.‏ 


AT LOUIS, 30 3001 

2. Captain EDWASD D. pi tna ut 0-245117, Ordnance, U. S, Army, Former 
Public Information Officer, White Sands Proving Ground, Jew Mexico, enroute from 
White Sands, New Mexico, to Bremerhaven, Germany, was interviewed 12 October 19l9, 
and stated he had been the Public Information Officer from August 1748 to 12 Septen- 
ber 12h39. 

Captain WILLIAM A. GORRI, U. مت‎ Navy, “hite Sands “roving Ground, in 

preparation to test-firing the "Viking? rocket during the period 22-26 August 1249, 
requested the presence of DETCHEMENDY from the Commander o? White Sands Proving 
Ground 50 assist the Nev; in tne accommodation of press reporters seing sent to 
cover the firing of the Navy rocket. He was to assist Naval Publio Information 
Officers of the 12th Naval District, San Diego, California, who were in charge of 
the party of press representatives. DETCHEMENDY assisted in the billeting, trans= 
portation and orientation of the press representatives on the rocket firing facili- 
ties of hite Sands Proving Ground. USTCHEMENDY stated he was with the members of 
the press from the time they descended from their plane at about 1700 hours, 24 
August 1949, at Conron Pield, until their departure, 25 August 1949. 


DETCHEMENDY recalled being present at two press confarences at which 
all members of the press vere assembled. The first conference occurred at the Navy 
Officers! Mess and last l5 minutes. GORY made a short introductory talk and Dr. 
NEWELL of the Navy Research Laboratory, gave a short talk on the "Jiking" rocket. 
A second conference took place in the Lounge of the Army Officers! Club and movies 
of tha "Viking? rocket «na the German ۷۷۵۲ rocket ware shown. (at conferences 
reporters were advised “st certain phases of the "Viking? rocket were classified 
and any information they uight happen to run across was not to be printed and that 
the Navy following the firing would hold a conference for all press representatives 
at which conference all the phases of the fi would be covered and the press given 
data they could use for publication). DETCHEMENDY stated he was with one or mors 
members of the press at all times during the period of their visit and neither at 
the conferences or elsewhere heard, either directly or indirectly, any mention or 
discussion of flying discs, 


DETOHEMENDY asserted that he found certain of the photographers and 
reporters were interested in various phases of the Proving Ground itself. He re. 
called that when he escorted the reporters to the Ballistic Measurement Section, 
certain reporters and و ی وی‎ mnie were interested in ghotogra oni g a trackin 


located five 
rs. The re 
sheir visit 
according 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


Ballistic Measurement Section and at the tracking telescope sites. nyone of ths 
afore-mentioned personnel who knew of the reported incident of lasi ing may nave 
revealed information concerning that incident to the reporters, 
FOR OFICIAL USE ONLY 
in order to refresh his memory DESTCHEMENDY was shown a list of th 
reporters who were present for the Naval firing. DETCHEMENDY was able to recollec 
CLETS ROBERTS and IRVI KOVZRMAN. DETCHEMENDY stated he spent considerable time 
with reporter CLZTZ ROBERTS, mainly becasue ROBERTS had returned from Germany in 
June 1949 and DETCHEMENDY had just received orders assigning him to Germany and 
therefore DETCHEMENDY was interested in obtaining all the first-hand information 
he could from ROBERTS regarding life in Germany. lir. ROBERTS, he related, was a 
free-lance radio commentator who sells anything of news value he can pick up. 
ROBERTS would only publish that which he had proof of. ROBERTS carried with him 
at all times, both in the field and at press conferences, a portable hand-carried 
tronics recorder and therefore may have an actual recording of the conversation ` 
the person from whom he obtained ti flying cS. DETCH 
stated it was not unusual conduct for bi li ROBERTS to carry recordin; 
machiness ROBERTS, according to DETCHEMANDY, a n his mikes for 
firings on the nite Sands Proving Ground ra rected by a 
officer on public address system. DETCHEMENDY 4 15 when io turn 
radio during the rocket launching preparation at th Zs DETCH 
related that at the launching site he was with 7 12) photographers and 
porters of the press and radio and at this time ıe heard no mention of flyin 
discs, 


z 
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JETCHEMBNDY did not see ROBERTS converse with or interview any of the 
Senior Army Officers of White Sands Proving Grounds. Brig., Veneral BLACKMORE was 
absent from White Sands and Lt, Colonel ZIFLER appeared on tne scene only briefly 
to welcome the reporters to ühite Sands. OETCHEMENDY did see ROBERTS in the presence 
2f two Naval Information Officers, one of whom was a Lieutenant and the other a 
Commander, DETCHEMBNDY did not see ROBERTS talk to any white Sands Naval Officers; 
however, ROBERTS could have done 30 without his knowledge when he, DETCHEMENDY, 
vas otherwise engaged. DETCHEMENDY was unable to recall UILES for he nad no indi- 
‘dual contact with him shat anablad nim to remember and distinguish MILES from the 
د‎ 89 ۰ 


IRVY KOVERMAN, according to DETCHEMENDY, was one of the individuals who 
went to one of the tracking telescope stations the afternoon preceeding the scheduled 
tiring. He was accompanied by sersonnel from the Ballistic Laboratory and went to 
vhe station closest to the Camp. KOVERMAN would have been with the personnel at the 
tracking telescope from about 1500 hours to 1700 hours. DETCHEMENDY did not know 
the personnel who manned that particular telescope on that date because he remained 
with the main group of the press at the Block House, 


DETCHEMENDY asserted that as part of his duties as Public Information 
Officer he maintained clipping files on information of all kind referring to White 
Sands Proving Ground that appeared in various news media, TCHEMENDY first learned 


2 the publication of information regarding flying discs hite ‘ands upon reading 


0 i alei 
Captain GORAY since the release had been made 1 the Navy 
firing. DEZTCHSMENDY recalling the content the that it did 
not mention any specific branch of the Armed Forces as 1 in been the Source of 
information but stated it mentioned that two high ranki officers had discussed 
the information. The Sunday after the appearance of the story, DETCHEMENDY met 
Capt. GORRY and asked him about the release of the story regarding ilyi discs 
at white Sands Proving Ground. GORRI told DETCHEMENDY, "it was that same old i 
of the Navy tracking of discs in the Spring and that they got this story from us" 
(the avy). DETCHEMENDI judged from Captain 0052215 manner and attitude that he did 
not consider the release of the story to the news as anything ve serious, 
DETOHZMENDI'S opinion that QORRI does not believe the tracking of so-called flying 
discs as anything unusual. 


L 


DETOHEMENDY revealed t 
ance at tie Radiological Defense 
rn to white Sands fr oving Ground 251 lis 4 
and while reviewing the activities of hite Sands duri: is absence, 
FELDMAN verbally inrormed DETCHSMENDI that he had heard of the 1 tracking o 
scope at White Sands Proving Ground o? what 3 believed 
JUTC ال مات‎ stated he followed this information up and 
Chief, Ballistic Measurement Section, White Sands leering iround, who informed 
tae object in question had been reportedly tracked by Naval Personnel. 
ALWENDY said no official report had been made or this to the Public information 
ser of the White Sands Proving Ground and he saw nothing ia the newspapers con- 


viiller 


„vna 


cerning 


On or about 5 duly 1949, Mr. SCHOLIN, Public Information Officer, 
National Military istaolisnment, Washington, D. C., made a one lay visit to ۵ 
Sands Proving Grounds on a ,eneral orientation tour of white sands and to gather 
information on possibilia leads for future releases. HOLIN and DETCHEMENDY visited 
1@ Naval Operations Office and there met و جر‎ dcLAUGHLIN,who, during the 
visit revealed to 35011011 and in his (DETO presence, information regarding 
the cracking | of the flying dises the Spring 9 Naval hitə وود ود‎ Proving Ground 
»srsonnel.  JETOHEMENUI said he interrupted MeLAUGHLIN and advised him the Army 
blic Information Officer at White Sands considered the information classified, 
CREMENDY did this to protect the classification or the material and to call the 
attention of SCHOLIN 5o the position of the Army in the matter.  McLAUGHLIN replied 
to 2ETCGSMENZY that this was all lmown information. USICHEMENDY stated that he 
id not now what McLAUGHLIW intended to imply by that statement, Nevertheless 
MoLaAUGHLIN proceeded to zə into the details for SCHOLIN of the tracking accomplished 
by his mcd vre w DETCHEMENDY again took occasion to interrupt McLAUGHLIN and 
reiterated to him the position of the-Army and the manner it treated the subject. 
after leaving McLAUGHLIN'S office, DETCHEMENDY told SCHOLIN that the White Sands 
Proving Ground'S Public Information Officer considered all information gathered 
on flying discs classified and any release regarding them would stem from official 


information channels in Washingtons 
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DETAILS: 


l. ‘this investigation was conducted in order to determine who had 
furnished information at nite sands Proving Ground regarding the sighting 
of flying disks to uAHVIN MILES, Heporter, Los Angeles times, and Ulm 
uUswalS, Newscaster, radio Station ۰ 


Ar LUS ANGZLs3, CALIFORNIA o. 
2777 —N 
2. prior to interview with-HlLES, a copy of his article released in 
the Los Angeles rimes on iuesday, 30 August 1949, was secured and is being 


forwarded to DÖ #17 with copies.of this report. the article reads as follows: 
ول"‎ Ja OFFICERS Sus FLYING AUS 
BY WARVIN MILES 


» كتريس‎ SANUS PROVING GiüunD, Neble, Aug. 29-—rlying saucers--or at 
least mysterious flying "objects"--have been sighted by service personnel 
at this vital center of America's upper air research, 


"1 talked with three mea, two senior officers und an enlisted tech- 
nician, who reported seaing strange objects in the sky, one as recently 
as last rrida; during preparation for a high-altituas missile flight. 


"tn all fairness, it must ba pointed out that other officers and 
engineers at nita sands scoff at the reports and put them dow to 
imagination, weather balloons, dual images in high-powered optical equip- 
ment, or possioly distant planes reflecting sunlight. 


experienced Ubservers 


"Yat the wen who gave these reports presumably are familiar with such 
vossibilities ana well acquainted with tne appearance of balloons and 
planes and tha quixotic results of staring at 3 fixed point in the sky for 


long moments. 


‘One officer believes, sincerely, that the objects seen are space 
snips and declared that a ballistic formula applied to one observation 
*nrough a photo theodolite showed the ‘ship’ was 35 to LO miles hign--an 
‘egg-shaped! craft o? fantastic size and traveling at incredible speeds 
;? three to four miles a second! , 


"The observer in this case, he said, was tracking a ballcon into the 
sr air when tne object sweot across the 5allcon's pata 


some 10 sec 


ra it disaspsare 
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levation telescope, an instrument that can follow a missile to altitudes 
of 100 miles or more. 


i don't know what it was, but 1 had never seen anything like it 
before,’ he told me. ‘lt seemed to be metallic, but J. couldn't tell its 
size, its speed or its altitude. it would be impossible unless you knew 
one of the three factors.’ 

"He added he had informed his superiors of the incident and was told 


the next morning he had seen a ‘disk.' 


"Weather Balloon 


check of one officer elicited the res,‏ ها 
ther balloon,’ but he decla li‏ 


lable man,' 


ject was seen by a senior officer shortly after 11 
as. and reported to the unit Habes. — the observar was preparing ior 
f c 


a missile 
WII don't know what it was, but it came out of the north in a shallow 


1 e 
live and turnad wast. 9. i wouldn't guess at speed or ۱ 


"He hastened to explain he is a 'sxepti 


asked, 


"tT should say it was,' he smiled. ‘But I j 
reported it,' 


, some five reports have been made in the last six months, 
ome officer said, with only one last year. 


"On one occasion, he told me, three of four officers saw a flying 
object with the naked eye, and at another time two smaller objects were 
observed to 'chase! a test rocket, These may have been dual images on > 
the telescopes, he said, although they were seen from several widely 


separated stations. 


that photographs of the object had been ruined. The aforequoted article was 


secured from the pictorial issue of the Times and therefore may have been 
changed somewhat from the other issues. 


4. MARVIN MILES, Aviation Editor, Los Angeles Tines, ‘times Building, 
202 First Street, Los Angeles, was questioned concerning his article and his 
first remark was, "Do you think I made it up?" MILES was definitely reluctant 
to talk as to the source of the information for his article but finally gave 
the following account. 


at White Sands Froving 


the offic wit “the Captain, ILES claimed 


ilc 


5. 
round sien someone came in 
i@ could not recall the Captain's name and when t na "URE NaS Suggested 
to him he said he guessed that was tne name. At any rat t "someone" was 
۱512 who made a report to the Ca Captain A he pre the si ing of an object in 
cy on Friday (20 August 1949). شتا‎ claimed that f erheard part of 
y but claimed he could not recall exact vi he had overheard. 
further claimed that he did not ta he man at the tine 
hin out and questioned him further. LILES said ths man refus 
but he 1 at, ar learned the man's name and at the man was not 
itor, not a me the press who were ab “SPG during that period, but 
val officer, IILIS would not g ha rank of the o nor would he 
the writer the name cf the off ۱ added that in GURRY could 
ly that informati ou if SI needs than wanted to know if 1 
was "trying to get 335313901 that the purpose or 
the inquiry was to termine his source for his ory in order that that person 


could be interviewed ٠ further details. 


uas 


j. MILES calleu attention of the writer to the 
ticle wherein he sted that three men, two senior officers 1 uneven 
Le nician, had reported seeing strange objects iu the sky, one û recently as 
last Friday (26 August 1949) during preparation for a high altitude missile 
flight. MOLES said tnat this was true. He stated that one of these officers, 
whose name he would not Surnish, hed told him about other occurrences which had 
been noted at 78520. ILES strongly suggested that the officer ia Question was / 
Commander DOUGLAS C. acLAUGHLIN, U.S.N., WSPG, but claimed he did not recall / 
the officer's name, The second officer mentioned in his article was apparently 


also oificially stationed at SPG from the way LILES talked, but he would not 
elaborate on ۰ 
tion or rumor of any 


7. MILES disclaimed any knowledge about an allega 


photographs being spoiled when the object reported to have bean spotted on 25 
iuzus? 1949 was seen. 
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9. ROBERTS advised that he did not intend to break any story about 
the objects sighted in the sky at ;SPG but that on Tuesday morning, 30 August 
1949, he noticed MILES! article in the Times, ROBERTS further advised that 
he called MILES and said in effect that he thought that there was to be no 
publicity on the matter, to which MILES replied to the effect that GLAD HILL 
(GLADWIN HELL of New York Times who also attended the BPG test) was going 
to break a story and he "wanted to beat him to the punch." ROBERTS stated 
that he communicated with HILL and HILL denied that he was going to release 


any such story. 


10. ROBERTS further stated that since LILES?! story had already broken 
he, ROBERTS, sew no harm in broadcasting a little news item on his radio 
newscasting program since his sponsor might "wonder where he was" since LILES 
had a story and he also had been to the same t at SPC but news 
similar to WILES', As a result ROBERTS said that he mentioned over the radio 
on 30 August 1949 that objects had been sighted in tue sky at SPG and made a 
few remarks about the type of objects, the speed of the objects and the height 
of the objects in the sky. ROBERTS further said that subsequently he saw 
Commander icLAUGHLIN and apologized to the Comander for tie newscast and 
Commander MeLAUGHLIN said, "Oh, that's all right. I don't care." 

ll. ROBERTS went on to state that he received quite a bit of information 
on the subject from Commander LicLAUGHLIN, among which were: 


ISP had an obsarvation point located about 42 miles from 1526 


a. 
objects in the sky 


located on a hilltop where observations had been made of 
since 1947. 
b. Objects other than rockets have been sighted in the sky. 


c. On oe occasion two disks, or objects, وه‎ sighted in the sky \ 
and were flying alongside of a 1-2 test rocket, one on eacn side of the rocket. |j 
One of the objects arovped behind the rocket in the vapor tr ail and then pulled 1 
up again to the formar position at the side of the rocket, and then both objects 


/ 


shot anead. 
d. In all probability some men from somewhere or objects from other 


planets were Kore on the tests—based on the tact that such occurrences 
seemed to take place only during the rocket and other types of tests. 


Planet MARS will be closer to the earth in a short time than it 


e. 
was three years ago. 


f, Objects have been sighted at least six times. 


2200 2 oh oov? mari 


he referred to DOUG DOUGLAS and MICHAEL DOUGLAS, both of whom were allege 
representing Radio Station KRKD, (Los Angeles). The orientation lecture 
given by Captain GORRY, according to ROBERTS. 

13. ROBERTS was questioned further about any knowledge of a recent 
Sighting of an object as indicated in UILES! article heretofore quoted and 
he stated that he "was not in on this" but put "two and two together" and 
related the following incident. ROBERTS stated that he was recording for a 
future broadcast and was under and past the restraining ropes, where the rest 
of the visiting newsmen were, in order that he might get tne oxygen 'swoosn! 
as it was being pumped into the rocket. As he stepped back under the re- x 
straining ropes he overheard Commander McLAUGILIN say souet! in to saneone— 
identity not known--about objects being sighted in the sky. KOBEATS said that 
he then made a remark to Commander LicLAUGHLIN about him "holding out on hin" 


and the Commander mentioned something about a recent RE and soie photo- 
ns, ix IS s the Commander about the st remark / 
the Commander seamed embarrassed. RCEERTS remarked that the Commander 

"hedged" on this point and said the photographs "didn't turn out," or words 


were taken but that through 


to that effect, indicating that the photog 


vila 


error the results of the paotograpay were useless. 


some 


14. ROBERTS c 
as FO who was Suppl, 
newsnen that the writer snould talk 
News, It is noted Lust CONOVEX was 


luded by stating that if a "direct quote" was necessary 
ing information to at least some of the coumentators and 
to AUSTIN CONOVER of the Hollywood Vitizen- 
also listed as a visitor at the test. 


ary files or the Hollywood Citizen-!ews 


5. The writer checked th 
lifornia, and located 


1 
offices at 1545 North Wilcox Avenues, Hollywood, U 


LY د‎ 
8 y datelined ‘uesday, 30 August 1949, by AUSTIN UUNÖVANR., This article is 
Yorwarded to Lv ۷ opies of this report and the article read as 


OWS 2 
"HROAGUING AROUND 


lith Austin Conover 


ma 


"FL DISKS ASAL, SAY ROCKET EXPERTS 


that are called 'flying saucers' or 'fly- 


"ysterious flying objects 
rocket experts at White Sands Proving 


ing disks’ have been sighted by 

Ground, New liexico. 

"During a visit there last week, I was told by a top Navy officer 
oserving high-altitude 2i33ilss: 


( has nad 1 xperience 
di 3 2 day recently I saw a mysterious object 
ort to Jashington tuo such 


` UNCLASSIFIED 
time I was skeptical. They insisted that I make the report.! 


"Homer J. Newell Jr., a top civilian scientist with the laval Re- 
search Laboratory at White Sands, commented: ۱1 have never seen a 
flying saucer, I discount all of the reports about them except a few. 
Some just can't be dispelled as pure myth, hallucination, weather 
balloons, or shadows of rockets on ۲ 


"Flying disks,' said Candr, Robert McLaughlin, who since 1939 has 
been engaged in rocket research, 'have nothing to do with any experiments 
carried on by American scientists or for that matter by anyone on earth 

"I? these come from ati planet, where 
creatures are ia 

"I neard it saic they are space nich nave 
baen attracted to by our abomic 
by what they saw, have continued to ke 


bonb losions and, ‚fascinated 


+١ eve 
" to the moon is ta long way off,' according to the white 


A rocket 
who this year sent a rocket to the record height of 


Sands scientists, 
250 miles, 


"iie need better metals to withstand the powerful thrusts needed to 
reaarked a rocket 


said another, who suggested 


wore powerful propellants, ' 
ergy nay be the solution. 


"The American Rocket Society, which has a test site near Roswall, 
New Mexico, was mentioned for its pioneering in rocket research during the 
1920s and 1930s. 

"The lata Dr. Robert Goddard, its rounder, and nis assistant at one 
time, Charles Lindbergh, were singled out for special praise. 

"Pha Germans who developed the V-2 rocket were said to have learned 


much from the research of those two men, 


"'There will never again be mass bomber flights over enemy instal- 
lations, ' commented Comdr. McLaughlin. 


228 aint 


3 (27 2 09 
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"'Such is rocket research today that only a few f 
anes in the next war will be able to get through to 


t 


"No German scientists are today doing rocket research at 
Sands Proving Cround. 


"Ue were told that they are working on a secre 
Force Base near äl Paso. 
ind base is 50 miles north of El Paso, The 


“White Sands Proving Gro 
betwesn the Urgan Mountains 


testing is done in a 30-by-200-maile area 
and the Sacramento Mountains, 
avy has requested that we r an who visited 
lease the story of wnat we saw there until Sept 
ló. AUSTIN CONUVIR, Hollywood Citizen-liews, was questioned 
at the newspaper offices and he, like MILES, tried to be evasive and cazsy. 
However, he did admit that the information in the first four paragraphs of 
article indicating that "flying disks" or "flying saucers" had been 
Sighted by rocket experts at BPC; that an object had been recently seen; 
d that two reports had previously been turned in by the saae party, had 
Officer of the Navy Office at ۰ 


his 


been furnished to nia ny the Commanding 
CONOVER claimed ha did not recall the officer's name and when the name GURRY ¥ 
was suggested to hiu he said that he believed that that was the name of the 
Commanding Officer. it is observed that the source of other quotes in the 
article are named therein, 


L was also located which was written by AUSTIN CONOVER 


17. An editorial 
and appeared in the lioilywood Citizen-News on lionday, 5 September 1949. This 
editorial is being forwarded to DO #17 with copies of this report and tha 
ertinent part of the editorial is quoted below: 


"EDITORIALS 0 ITIZEN-NZWS 
"Monday, Seotember 5, 1949 HOLLY WOOD 


jW GOES THE WORLD AUS TIN CONOVER 


"IMAGINATION OR MARTIANS 


When scientists and military observers report that they, too, have 
seen flying saucers in the sky, it's thought-provoking. 


'Bunk, ti are no such things 


reply, 
governneny's 


sked 3290۷06 22 


SANGS, i.e, 


UNCLASSIFIED 
were so convinced that they saw them that he had to make a report to 
Washington on the matter. 


"uly fellow newspapermen, working on their own, found a similar 
response among the officials whom they contacted. 


"All of the scientists and military observers, whether or not 
they had seen any, were agreed on this point: the saucers are not man- 
made, 


"David Lilienthal, chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, dis- 
misses as 'foolish' the suggestion that they may be something related 
to atomic energy........ sul 


ove editorial deals in zeneralities, ro specif 
NOVSR as to nis source for the information set ou 
ed that he "sort of dreamed it up." 


tions were as: 
but he volun 


ed that reference report indicates Commander McLAUGHLIN'S| 


19, It is not 
name is DOUGLAS C. -AUGHLIN, and that COLUVER'S article gives his name as Y 
Comaander ROBERT McLAUGHLIN. Since CONOVER could not remember the USN Con- \ 
manding C fficer's name it is possible ne erred in dera the correct first ! 
ight also be mentioned here that none interviewed seemed to indi- | 


name. 
cate that the name Wè (of the General “ills Leeda tony Laboratory) had 


been revealed to then, although it om, from their releases that the j 


contents of tne report signe had been discussed with them, ^ 


Le mi 


tuis report is being forwarded to District Office No, 12, 


29. One copy ۰ 
the event that Captain EDWARD D, 


Scott AFB, for their possible information in 
DETCHEMENDY has as yet not been interviewed. 


2l. In connection with any further investigation wnich is conducted by 
District Office No. ۱7 it is requested that extreme care be used in question- 
ing any Naval personne. on information furnished in this report oy CLETE 
ROBERTS, Newscaster, TB, Hollywood, since he was very coopsrative during 


this investigation and attempted to be very helpful. 


Inclosures: 
FOR DISTRICT OFFICZ NO. 17, KIRTLAND AFB 
l. Article oy MARVIN MILES, Los angeles Times, 30 August 1749. 
2. Article by AUSTIN CONOVER, Hollywood Citizen-News, 30 August 1949, 


oy AUSTIN CONCTZR, Hollywood 
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l. This Office can give no hint of identification or possible origin of these 
objects as described, 


2. No development work known to this Office could be even remotely connected with 
these incideBhts. 
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1, This Office can give no hint of identification or possible origin of these 


objects as described, 


2, No development work known to this Office could be even remotely connected with 


GACRGS F. SMITH GFS/mi 
Colonel, USAF 223122 
Chief, Aircraft Projects Section Bldg 14 
Zngineering Division En 101 


COORDINATION 


iP AL. 3 


ap 


GRAD 


DOWN 


(rT 
DEC 


these incidenta. 


Eod ias F: ذو شا نالا نا‎ | plt ن‎ 
الل‎ IN Leia COMMAND r 


Use authorized office symbels to designate Place initials of dictator and typist, telephone 
addressor and addresses, number and location to right of signature. 


Note varning signal at lower left of form. 
Remaining spece ما‎ sufficient only for 
proper spesing of typewritten signature. Separate comments by horizontal lines across page. 


DATE 21 Jul ig COMMENT NO. 1 


inves 
ined in para 


ngaged in the zation and study of all reported 


er authority conta 


FROM 


ixplanation. 


itea 


i 


ROUTING AND RE.JRD* 


Use this form for inier-oífice cwttespondenee 
within hexdquarters; 


Number all comments consecutively. 


Use entire width of sheet, both sides, 


susie? Project Grudge 306-392 


7 i REQA pt 
L xD 


LAS 


1. this office is currently e 
unidentified aerial phenomena. Und 
Technical Instruction 2185 Addendum 3, this Command, dated 11 Fel 
and cooperation of your office is requested. 


ce 


in GAS violni 


and comment as to possiole origin and/or iu 


GtƏr 


to obtain a logical 


l4 it is desired 
comments can be expec ter 


Statement 
to Investizet 


5. Incident Sumaary 


2-30 APR i8 243004 
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Projsot Grudge 306-392 


۳ 


NOIAXS MD REXD 25 Aug l9 


1, The attached information regarding unidentified aerial objects has been 
reviewed. 


2. This Laboratory does not fsel justified in saying definitely what the nature 
of this unidentified object may be. 


3. It is believed that significance should be attached to the fact that the 
obseryer could not get a hard focus on the object and tharafore obviously did not 
zake an exact determination of ita distance, One of the points emphasized by 
Dr. Paul M. Pitts in his recent review of similar findings was that observers usually 
rere unabla to determine the distance of the object. Unless distance is determined, 
all estimates of the si,e of the object and of its linear speed ar» unrsliable. It is 
believed possible that, had the observer been able to bring the object into clear focus 
in his theodolita, he mizht have been able to identify it. 


. P. 8 
Lt, Colonel, MSC (USAF) PMP/bgs 
3 Inols: Acting Chief, Aero Medical Laboratory 2-2228 
n/e Engineering Division Bldg. 29 
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l. This investigation was initiated by tie District commander, Gth 
OSI District, upon receipt of information that an unidentified aerial 
phenomena was sighted over Vicksburg, Mississippi on Friday, 22 April. 195, 
which was described as a "flying triangle”, 


AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 


2, The following newspaper item taken from the Jackson, Mississippi 
Daily Hews, dated 23 April 1949, is quoted ver batim: 


'PLYING TRIANGLE! REPORTED OVFR VTZKSRURG FRIDAY 


4 "flying triangle" was reported seen in the sky over Vicksburg 
last night, 

JAMES E, PARKER said he saw the ouject "like a lighted triangle" 
shortly after midnight. 

He said he could not estimate the height or speed of the object. 
PARKER said there was no noise to indicate it might have been a high fly- 
ing airplane. 


AT VISKSRURG, MISSISSTPPI: 
gr 5. On 11 May 1249, the writer int rviewed Mr, at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, 9993# stated in substance that he sighted a fly- 
ing triangle at anproximately 0022 hours, central standard time, 25 April 
1949, over the city of Vicksburg. hen this object was sighted, it was 
within the city limits and approximately one and one-half (1-1/2) miles 
| from the center of the city of Vicksburg, Wi further stated that he 
\ was ae in front of when he first sighted this object. 
\ m^p, 
ily saw one object and when this object was sighted, it was at about a 
) degree angle, going east, and was at a seemingly high alti- 
bud مت‎ urther stated that he observed this object from a period of 
from five (5) to ten (10) seconds, 


1 ROME described the color of the object as being milky locking, 
\ like a flourescent light, but not quite as bright. MEE described the 
object as being in the shape of a triangie, each side of the triangle being 
hpproximately four (h) feet in length and one and one-half (1-1/2) feet 
in width. Running down the outside edge of each side of the triangle was 
RB row of lights, 


| "MEER further stated that this ch ject wes headed due erst in level 
j flight and thet there was no evidence of exhaust, nor was there any effect 
| caused on the clouds by this object. All light appeared luminous; but 
slightly milky. This object anneared to be supported by wines, but there 
yT dence of anv ki of 5: 151 و09‎ nor did he sight any type of 


zers or antenna: 
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&i "Subversive Activity 


ont جوم‎ District Balletin # 55-16, dat dated 22 November 2948, 


Investigation at ا‎ a Mississippi regarding »n unidentifiei 
aerial phenomena described as being a flying triangle, failed to verif, 
definitely just what type of object was sighted. 


\CTION COPY FORWARDED TO 


IST AIBUTION ۱ ١ 3 
CC, AMC, gem | Commanding General 


Patterson AFB |, Air Materiel Command 
(Action Copy) “| Wright-Patterson AF Base 
Hq, OST ۰ | Dayton, Ohio 

DO #10, Kelly A : 


stated that this object was. traveling at a speed faster than mail 
tg or National Guard planes, but slower than a jet type aircraft. 
8 object did not make any sound, The manner of disappearance of this 
ject was that it "just disappeared" in à clear sky as though it traveled 


of sight, 


Information relative to the observer is that dll. lives at 6 
West Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi, and follows the occupation of carpenter 
as a rule, but at present is employed in a pool hall — tg name of 
"Nosser's Smoke House", 8000 does not have any hobbies, 
fete ee IH in an effort to determine their type, 

in airplanes and enjoys this experience, 
to determine dolor, and the 
but is not too familiar w 
have the ab Ps to determine size n obje” 
informants in Vicksburg, GEA seemingly reliable 
local police department has no record of ۰ اسم‎ 
termed as 4 "fairly good" eyesight and according to -- ^ ris attention 
not drawn to this cb ject in any particular manner, He just happened 
glance up into the sky and saw the object, When 1 EE intere 
ter ad, the writer was accompanied by Major FRANKLIN RICHARDSON, Base 
telligence Officer i Base Inspector, Hawkins Air Force Base, Jackson, 
Mississippi, who is a rated pilot and both the writer and RIZHARDSCN ag 
that ae seemed very reliable, TER is very eluaive in his descrir 
and it is the opinion oi Major RICH’RDSON and the writer that UP did 
see something, 


Information relative to radar sightings in Vicksburg, 
egative, 


Weather information on 22 April 1949 is as fol s: Visibility one 
half. (1/2) mile, ground ^g, estimated ceiling, 25,000 feet; light broken 
clouds; barometric pressure, 1001,86; temperature, 58 degrees; winds, south- 
east, two miles per hour altimeter, Vicksburg weather at 00302, 

19l9 was garbled and could not be read, Prevailing winds 
area were fram the southwest, or west and ranged from six 
hour at 10,008 feet to fifty-seven (57) miles per hour at 20,000 feet. 


There was no commercial aircraft in the vicinity o " Vicksburg, 
Mississippi after 2330 hours, 22 April 1949, and there was no record of 
military aircraft in Vicksburg at the time the object was sighted, I+ is 
not known in this vicinity whether or not any test device had been released 

y any military organization or any research organization. 


re was no radio antenna or any projection 


23t which night be 


UNCL .oSiFic 

"On April 22, 1949, as well as I can remember, about 12:25, I 
got out of a cab at Clay and West Streets, end I looked up and saw a 
flying object shaped like 3 angle and it was dimmed lighted, traveling 
ata fast rate of speed, traveling faster than the average plane, 
It looked like to be با‎ ft long and it was high in the sir, It was 
traveling east, See drawing at bottom of this page, I couldn't es$i- 
mate the height of speed. 


وهی 


\ppeared reliable 


Oa 11 lay Log, tue weiter interriowed Lr, am at Vicksburz, Missa 
qu statod in substwwe that he sijhted a flying triangla at asprox. 0022 hours, 
central sia time, 25 Amil 1249, over the city of Vicksturg 2 this object 
was signted, it was witnin the city limits and aporacmately one and mel? (1-1/2 


n 4 


milas fron the center of the city of Vicksin ; hes 
Standing in front o? t unen he first | d th 3 o WR stated 


that lw could not loca: he latitude on the map, 1 4 ject and when 
Lula object was sighted, i cle, going cast, 
und yas av a sevmingly iM altitude. Tz further stated that ho observed this 
object from a period ox (oa Live (5) to ten (10) seconds. 

Mw dosoribed cw color of the object as being nil looking, lim a 
flourescent light, but sot quite as bright. WERE described the object as being in 
the shape of à trinygle, auch sida or the triangle being aovroxa four (h) 25 in 
langth and one and one-half (1-1/2) 25 in width. Running down the outside edge of 
each side of the triangle was a row cf lights. 

further stated that this object was Leaded due east in level flight and 

that there was no evidence of exhaust, nor mis there any effect caused on the clouds 
by this object. All light appeared luminous, but slightly milky. This object appeared 
to ba supported by winzs, but there was no evidence of any kind of propulsion, nor did 
he sight any type of stabilisers or antenna on this object. «e stated that this 
object vas traveling at a speed faster than mail vlenes, or Jaticnal Ovard lanes, 
nb slower than a jot re aircraft. This object Aim any sr anar 

zrearsneo of this object ms -h وا‎ "jusi d yed” 

li traveled cut of sight. 


